WATER BAPTI SM

AND CH LDREN

"Repent and be baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promiseisfor you and your children and for all who
are far off." - Acts 2:38-39

The Purpose of This Study isto:

A. Digplay the arguments for and againgt infant baptiam.
B. Explain the position which New Life Church has taken regarding infant baptism.
C. Answer questions concerning the baptism of young children.
. Should | nfants Be Baptized? - The question of infant baptism is one that has been debated for at

least the last seventeen centuries. Although it has been the generd practice of Chrigtian churches down
through the centuries to baptize infants, American Chrigtianity is predominantly baptistic.

A. The Baptist Position -- Baptists believe that no one should be baptized until they are capable
of making a credible professon of faith. They argue:

1. That none of the baptisms recorded in the New Testament mention infants -- In this
they are quite correct. Thereis no example of baptism which diginctively mentions
babies or young children.

2. That the heart of baptism is a professon of faith in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:21- ". . .a
pledge of a good conscience toward God") And they correctly make the point that
this cannot be done by an infant. -- The Baptist believes baptism isimproper until a
person believes, because he views the act of baptism as primarily man's response to
God. For the Baptist, baptism is a covenant ceremony which primarily bears witness to
what we do in responding to God's grace.

3. The absence of any direct reference to infant baptism prior to AD 215. -- There are no
gatementsin any of the church documents that we have (prior to AD 215) that clearly
mention infants being baptized.
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Thewriting of Tertullian, ateacher in North Africa-- Tertullian expressed his doubts
about infant baptism in abook entitled On Baptism, written in AD 205. He suggests
postponing baptism for children until they have past the age of "youthful lusts.”

Paedo-Baptist Position -- Those who bdieve that infants should be baptized are caled

"Paedo-baptists.” Paedo is the greek word for "child." Paedo-baptists believe that God
commands them to baptize their children and they point to the following as evidence for their

position:

1.

The mention of "household” baptismsin the New Testament -- Cornelius household
(Acts 10:24; 11:14), Lydias household (Acts 16:15), the Philippian jailer's household
(16:33), and Stephanas household (1 Corinthians 1:16). Paedo-baptists (people who
believe in the baptism of children) conclude that these passages indicate the solidarity of
the family unit. In the ancient world, when the head of the family acted, he did so for
the whole family. So the household (including infants) receives the mark of the covenant
when the head of the house is saved.

The Old Testament pardlds to baptism included the entire family -- The New
Testament uses three Old Testament events as paralelsto baptism (1 Peter 3:20-21;
Colossans 10:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:1-2). Noah and his family went into the ark and
passed through the water (Genesis 7:7). Abraham, hisinfant sons, and Abraham's
daveswere dl to be circumcised (Genesis 17:9-14). And, of course, infants aswell as
adults passed through the cloud and the Red Sea (Exodus 14:22).

The whole family was baptized when Gentile converts came over into Judaism --
Converts to Judaism were cdled prosdytes. When afamily came over into Judaism
from some pagan background, three things took place. The head of the family offered
sacrifices. The maesin the family were circumcised. And then everybody was
baptized. The tiniest children went through the proselyte bath, even sometimes on the
day of their birth. Indeed children were admitted to baptism even when only one parent
joined Judaism. (Testament of Levi 14:6; Mishnah, Pesahim 8:8; Shyline Oracles
4:165-67; J. Jeremias, Infant Baptismin the First Four Centuries, 1960, 37-40.)

The silence of the New Testament concerning infants and the New Covenant -- This
sounds like an argument which a Baptist would make, at firs. And normally aperson
should suspect arguments from slence. But when Jesus, the fulfiller of Judaism, cameto
a people who for thousands of years had been admitting Jewish children into the
covenant at the express command of God to Abraham and when for along time they
had been admitting the children of Gentile converts by baptizing them dong with dl the
rest of the family, then the argument from sllence becomes rather formidable. If Jesus
had meant to change this age-old procedure, would there not be some mention of thisin
the New Testament? Other changes from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant, like
circumcision and law keeping, generated much debate and | eft traces throughout the
New Testament (e.g. Acts 15).



5. Acts 2:39 -- On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up and said, " Repent and be
baptized. . .The promiseisfor you and your children. . .". Paedo-baptists argue
that the most naturd way for a Jew to have understood Peter's statement was that both
he and his children were to be baptized.

6. The statements of some of the church fathers -- It istrue that the first explicit reference
to infant baptism isthat made by Irenaeus, about A.D. 180. This may seem quite late,
but we do not have many documents from the very early days of the church. The
documents we do have give us these satements:

Irenaeus (AD 180), speaks of "dl who through Christ are born again to God, infants
and children and boys and youths and old men" (Against Heresies, book ii. 22,4).
"Born again to God" isatechnica phrasein Irenaeus writings meaning baptism, as
clearly appears from comparing book iii. 17, 1.

Justin Martyr (AD 100-165), mentions "many men and women of the age of sixty and
seventy years who have been made disciples of Christ from childhood” (From Justin's
1t Apology 15:6). Thisislikey an dlusion to baptiam and if S0, then certainly at avery
ealy age.

The Roman church leader, Hippolytus, in awork called The Apogtolic Tradition
(written AD 215), said, "Firgt, you should baptize the little ones.  All who can spesk for
themselves should speak. Buit for those who cannot speak, their parents should spesk,
or another who belongsto their family” (Apostolic Tradition, 21).

Three times Origen (born AD 185, died AD 254) mentions infant baptism as the
custom of the church in hiswritings. For example, in hisCommentary on Romans 6:5-7
he wrote, "For this reason the Church received from the gpostles the tradition of
baptizing children too." That's a strong statement that gpparently he felt he could make
without dispute.

7. The practice of the Roman Catholic church since the earliest times -- To be a Baptist
you have to bdieve that the practice of the Roman Catholic Church isunbiblica and
that somewhere in the first two centuries the church changed the practice from baptism
of only professing believersto baptism of children of believers. If thisis so, should we
not have heard something about it in early church literature? We don't. (Tertullian's
doubts about baptism of children imply that baptism of children was the norma
practice. Infact, ten years later, when writing de Anima, Tertullian is heppy for the
baptism of children, even if one parent is not a Chrigtian.)

C. For Further Study -- Thereis not time or space to completely discuss al the pros and cons of
each sde. If you would like to study the subject further | would recommend these titles:

1 On the Baptist point of view: Baptiam in the New Testament by G. R.
Beadey-Murray.




2. On the Infant Baptism view: Baptism: Its Purpose, Practice & Power by
Micheel Green.

[1. What isthe Position of New L ife Church?

A.

The Issue That Divides -- The arguments over baptism and the divison these arguments have
caused among Christian brethren are atravesty to Christ's church. | believe Christ weeps over
the brokenness thisissue has caused. Which of usis prepared to say that Francis Schaeffer or
R. C. Sproul or D. James Kennedy is not a Christian because he holds to infant baptism? Or
that Billy Graham, Pat Robertson or Chuck Swindall is not a Chrigtian because he rejects infant
baptisn? All of these people are godly, intelligent men seeking to know and understand God's
truth.

|s God Testing His People? -- There are good Biblica and historical arguments on both
ddes of theissue. Anyone who does not know that has not redlly studied the evidence for both
positions. | have often asked mysdf why God alows this confuson regarding infant baptism.
He could have settled the issue by one smple statement in the New Testament or by the
discovery of a church document from the first or second century which specifically accepts or
rgjectsinfant baptism. Perhaps God dlows the confusion to test His people. Will we fight,
compete, and sometimes seek to destroy each other? Or will we love each other, find waysto
work together, and pray for one another's good?

Agreeing to Disagr ee -- God has caled New Life Church to aspecid ministry: aBUG
minidry (i.e, aminigtry of balance, unity, and giving). And because of thiscaling New Life
Church has decided to agree to disagree about this particular issue. We have 18 essentia
doctrines lisged in our Church Condtitution which must be kept, but thisis not one of them.

That isnot to say that thisissue is unimportant--merely that it is not essential for the
preservation of Biblical Chrigtianity. Each brother and Sster is encouraged to study the issue for
themsdlves and to know what God's Word commands them to do. So you will find peoplein
this church who baptize their infant children and others who do not. We will discusstheissuein
love. Wewill share our beliefs. But we will not dlow it to become a point of divison among
us.

V. Questions Regarding | nfant Baptism

A.

Can Any Infant Be Baptized?

1 Infant baptism is only for infants of parents, either one or both of them, who are
professng Chrigians.

2. This follows the pattern of circumcision in the Old Testament, the pattern of prosdyte
baptism, and works againgt ameagicd view of infant baptism which parents sometimes
hold.



3.

It is very important for parents who choose to baptize their child to understand what the
meaning of infant baptism isand isnot. Some views of infant baptism threeten the very
heart of the gospdl.

B. Does | nfant Baptism Mean My Child is Saved?

1.

It does not mean the child is saved by/through the Baptism (Baptisma Regeneration). --
Just asthe physicd act of circumcision never saved anyonein and of itsdf, the act of
infant baptism never saves anyone. Many who were circumcised are later called
"unsaved,” "damned," "cut off from the covenant” (eg. Ishmadl, Esau, Judas). Likewise
many who were baptized were not saved, like Simon Magus (Acts 8:13,21ff) and some
of the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 10:1-6). Baptism is not magic rite. 1t isnot an
assurance that if your child should die in infancy, he will go to heaven.

It does not mean the child does not need to come to persond saving faith in Chrigt. -- If
New Testament families were baptized as households, this does not imply thet every
member of the household was saved. Wheat it does mean isthat the infant members of a
believer's family had the right to the mark of the covenant until they made up their own
minds whether or not to respond to the God who had taken the initiative and held out
the olive branch to them.

It does not infuse them with grace or give them the Holy Spirit. -- Some churchesteach
that baptism washes away origina sn and "infuses’ a child with grace and the Holy
Spirit (in other words, they teach that baptism actudly gives a child the Holy Spirit and
saving grace).

It does not guarantee that our children will be saved at alater time. -- Infant baptism is
not God's promise to grant faith, but God's promise to saveif faith islater present.

C. Then What | s I nfant Baptism?

1.

To the Child: A Cal to Sdvation

Baptists tend to see man's response to God as the most important eement in baptism.
For the Baptist, baptism is essentiadly a person's public profession of faith to God.

Paedo-baptists argue that baptism is atwo sided covenant ceremony. Yes, the
response is important -- vitally important. But baptism also witnesses to what God has
done for usto make sdvation possble. (Seeteaching entitled "What is the Significance
of Water Baptism?')

Baptism is a covenant ceremony. Like al covenant ceremoniesthereisapart that is
mans act, but thereisa part that isalso God's. When an adult is baptized, God's
promises are demonstrated and they are demondrated in audio-visud fashion. Hereis
God's part thet is ggnified in the ceremony of baptism:



God's Part in Covenant Baptism
He will wash away our Sins
Wewill livein anew world
Hewill give usnew life
Hewill own us and set us apart
He will give usanew name
He will free us from our enemies
Hewill give us of His Spirit

An adult who is being baptized responds to God's offer by a public pledge of faith and
submisson:

Our Part in Covenant Baptism
To pledge oursalvesto Jesus as Lord
To submit to the humiliation of soaked clothes and wet hair in public baptism

When achild is baptized God's promise of salvation is dso offered to him and
demondgtrated. But the human side of baptism (the child's pledge of faith) is postponed.

God's Part in Infant Baptism

If the child repents & believes. . .
He will wash awvay hissins
He will bring him into anew world
Hewill give im new life
He will own him and st him gpart
He will give him anew name
He will free him from his enemies
He will give him of His Soirit

The Child's Part in Covenant Baptism
POSTPONED

This should not seem completely strange to us, Snce it was the way that God worked in
the Old Testament under the covenant Sgn of circumcison. The Sgn of circumcison
was given in anticipation of the child coming to faithin God. Paul wrote, "A red Jew
isnot one who is outwardly a Jew, but one who isinwardly a Jew, who has been
circumcised in heart” (Romans 2:28f; see dso Romans 9:6; Gadtians 3:7,29; Philippians
3:3; Colossians 2:11). Infant baptism works in the same manner. Infant baptismisan
adoption certificate into the Father's heavenly household. Buit it does not automatically
or unconditionaly get achild in. It isapplied to the infants of God's peoplein
anticipation of God bringing them to the redlity of what baptism sgnifies. The child
must repent and believe.

When a parent baptizes their child they are giving that child an audio-visud picture of
what they hope he will become in the future (a washed, marked, anointed, dedicated
Child of God). Infant baptism is meant to cdl achild to sdvation. Children who have
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been baptized should witness the baptism of other infants, be reminded of their baptism
often, and of their need to persondly profess faith in Jesus Chrit.

To the Church: A Sign of Admisson

Baptism isasign of admisson of theinfant child into God's earthly covenant community
- the Church. Though the child is not a Chrigtian, he is surrounded by Chrigtians. The
child is placed in the environment of God's grace. In this sense your child is set apart (1
Corinthians 7:14). Heis under the sanctifying influence of God's presence in the
Church.

Thisis the same pattern found in the Old Testament. God's people were marked with a
covenant Sign and by this act was placed in the nation of Isradl (Genesis 17:9-14), but it
was aways understood that not everyone who had the Sign was a true believer
(Romans 2:28-29). Therewas dways acircle of true believers within the larger circle
of Isradlites (Romans 9:6-7).

Even Baptigstak asif their children were in some sort of specid reationship to God.

Circumcizred
ISRAEL

The
True
Israel

ALL MEN

Sawved
Saints

Earthly Churech
BAPTIZED

Even though there has been no profession of faith, Baptist parents act asif their children
were something more than just heethens yet less than entirdly saved. Baptist Sunday
school teacherstdl their sudents that Christ will forgive their Sns when they confess
them. Yet thisisentirdy unbiblicd if they are hesthens. Baptist parents teach their
children the Lord's prayer and encourage them to use it, even though God is not yet
their Father.

Paedo-baptists apply the sign of the New Covenant because of what Baptists
themselves recognize: believers children are part of God's earthly covenant community
and in aspecid (though not saving) rdaionship to Him.

To the Parents; A Dedication

Baptism is the setting aside of our children to God, i.e. adedication. As parentswe
need to redize that our children are not our own. They are agift from God (Psam
127:3) which will one day be returned to Him (1 Samud 1:11,28). Theinfant isthe
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Lord's child and our stewardship. Baptism helps us to recognize and publicly profess
thisredity. Thisiswhy the baptism of the infant is accompanied by solemn vows made
by God's covenant people, to raise the child in the "training and ingruction of the Lord."
As Hippolytus, the bishop of Roman, said: ". . .for those who cannot speak, their
parents should speek . . ." (Hippolytusin The Apostalic Tradition, 21 - circaAD 215).

| am sometimes asked what the difference is between infant baptism and dedication. It
isthis

(1)  Indedication God's promises are neither stated nor symbolized. Itisa
man-oriented ceremony in that dl the action is done by the parents and the
pastor: the parents offer, the parents promise, the pastor prays. Verbaly or
symbolically God does nothing in the ceremony of dedication. His offer of
sdvation is usualy not even mentioned.

(2)  Thechildisnot given any outward Sgn of admisson into the earthly church.
Dedicated children are not usudly set gpart to the church (except here at New
Life). In most dedication ceremonies they are only set gpartto God. On the
other hand, baptism is both a setting gpart to God and a symboalic uniting with
al other baptized people. Y ou are baptized into afamily by water baptism.
I've never heard anyone talk about being dedicated into afamily.

(3) TheBiblicd bagsfor infant dedication is even less dear than that for infant
baptism. Jewish children were dedicated according to alaw in the book of
Exodus. But only maes and only the first born mae of a household were
dedicated (Exodus 13:2,11-13). Thereisno command given by Jesus or the
gpodtles for dedication of adults or infants.

In my opinion, infant baptism has far more Biblica judtification than infant dedication.
And infant baptism is a ceremony with fuller meaning than infant dedication. Infant
baptism involves the element of dedicating your child to God, but it dso does much
more.

What then isinfant baptism? Infant baptism isfor the child: acdl to sdvation, to the
church: asggn of admisson, and to the parents adedication of their child to God.
Findly, infant baptism isa prayer and apromise.

To God: A Prayer / and From God: A Promise of Blessing

When bdieving, sncere parents bring their child before God in baptism and ask for Him
to bless their child, we can be sure that God hears that prayer and will work in thelife
of that child. The Scripturestell usthat parentsin the 1st century brought their children
to Jesus, and asked that he pray for them (Matthew 19:13). We aretold that Jesus
eagerly recaived them: "He took the children in his arms, put his hands on them
and blessed them" (Mark 10:16).

Infant baptism is a prayer to God that He would place our children under His blessing.
God's titude is positive toward that prayer. God's promiseto blessis not a guarantee



D.

1.

of savation, but a guarantee that God will not abandon our children to themsdlves. He
will work in our childslife

Conclusions:

Infant baptism should be administered only to those who have at least one Christian
parent.

Some views of infant baptism threaten the very heart of sdvation by faith. These views
need to be regjected as superdtitious and unbiblical.

Infant baptism should be looked upon as the title deed to the kingdom of heaven, the
pledge of God's acceptance in Chrigt, His arms extended to embrace us. It israther
like the marriage service where, after the exchange of vows, the minister pronounces the
couple man and wife. But the pastor knows that the signing of the marriage certificate
mugt follow to makeit legd and the consummation must follow later on. If ether of
these two conditionsis missing, the couple isnot married even though liturgicaly they
have been said to be!

Infant baptism is very smilar. It offersthe child awedding certificate to the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, or, if you prefer, an adoption certificate into the Father's household. 1t does not
wed us or adopt us automatically or unconditiondly. The child must repent and bdlieve.
But the symbolism of God's sde of the bargain isdready given. And the child's
baptism should be a congtant reminder of his need to accept in faith what God has
offered. Thiswas the function of circumcison in the Old Testament. It is the function of
infant baptiam in the New Testament.

| Don't Bdievein Infant Baptism. But My Four Year Old Has Invited Jesus Into HisHeart.

Should He Be Baptized?

When we ask this question, we are redlly asking, "How do | know if my child'sfaith is genuine?’ We
want to see our children saved, but we want to make sure thet their slvation isred. The Lord Himsdlf
encouraged children to come to Him. We should do the same, but in awise and Biblical manner.

A.

Children are Different -- That doesn't sound like a very inspirationa statement, but it has

everything to do with how we lead a child to faith, how we know that their faith is genuine, and
if this child isredlly ready for baptism. If we are not careful thereisared posshility of leading a
child into afase professon and baptism. He may rest upon this fase assurance for the
remander of hislife. Be careful of the following childlike tendencies:

1.

Children before the age of eight think literally. -- A well-meaning Sunday school teacher
told a child who inquired about salvation, "Give your heart to God." The child broke
into tears, sobbing that he couldn't do that. When asked why, the child answered, "If |
givemy heart to God, | won't haveit and | will diel”



A parent told her child to "invite Jesus into your heart." The child |ater asked, "Can we
go to the hospital and have my heart X-rayed? That way I'll know if HE'sinside or
not."

Prior to age eight mogt children are incgpable of thinking in any other manner than
literdlly. Between the ages of eight and fourteen most children go through a stage of
brain development which dlows them to think symbolicaly and conceptudly. Some
salvation concepts are hard to grasp prior to that age.

If you use an expression thet your child takes in awrong way, don't panic. If you say
something and later redlize your child misunderstood what youmeant, don't give up and
quit talking with your child about the Gospdl. Go back and say, "Now remember what
we were talking about yesterday?"' and readdress the issue in terms they understand.

Thereis nothing innately wrong about a child's inadequate concept of God or
Chrigianity. As1 Corinthians 13:11 says, "When | was a child, | talked like a child,
| thought like a child, | reasoned like a child." The Bible doesnt criticize achild's
way of thinking.

Nevertheless, certain concepts must be understood before one can be saved. Salvation
isnot entirely ahead action, but it includes the head. Those working with children
need to proceed dowly and to consstently question the child to make sure he does
understand the basics of the Gospel message.

Smple sentences must be used. Avoid evangdicd jargon: "invite Christ into your
heart,” "give your life to Chrigt," "pray to receive Chrigt," "be covered by the blood of
Chrigt." All of these are phrases that we use to describe the salvation experience, but
you may be surprised to learn that none of these phrases are ever found in the Bible.

The Gospd of John tells us 98 times to believe on Christ. The word smply means "to
trust or depend.” God ssimply asks each person, child or adult, to trust Jesusin
everything we do and to let Him be our leader. Children understand "trust.” Trusting
Chrig isthe issuein sdvation. Oneis never saved until he's come to a point of relying
on Christ.

Remember that children think and understand differently than adults. Watch how you
communicate the gospdl to them. Don't assume that they understand dl your
evangdicd jargon. "Trugt" is the one common concept, however, that adults and
children can both understand. Focus on this word when talking to your child about the
Lord.

A child will often say or do whatever he thinks will please you or God. -- Sunday
school teachers are epecidly aware of this. One child reports that he "invited Jesus
into hislife" The teacher daps her hands and hugs the child and writestheir nameina
new Bible. Next Sunday, watch how many "conversons' take place, just because the
other children want hugs, claps, and aBible, too.
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A teenager came forward at a meeting to be saved and was asked to explain his
reasons by acounsdor. "When | wasvery smdl,” he sad, "'l said a prayer inviting
Jesusinto my heart. But | never knew He died for me. | just thought that God liked
that prayer so much, hed let anyone into heaven who said it."

Children are great mimickers. They learn by imitation. If you are unsureif achild
understands, ask them to rephrase ("tel mewhat | said in your own words’). If you
find them merely parroting back your words then wait for the Holy Spirit to do more
work.

Children's minds develop at different rates. -- One child at Six years of age may clearly
understand the substitutionary deeth of Christ upon the cross. Another may need much
moretime. Be sureto lead children into converson. Don't drive them. We sometimes
assume that if Johnny has come to faith in Chrigt, Billy, who is the same age, should too.
But Bill and Johnny are different individuds. We mugt give the Holy Spirit timeto do
Hiswork ingtead of pushing the child into afase pledge.

B. Elements of the Gospédl to L ook For -- What is essentid to understand to be saved? You

should look for your child to expressin his own words these truths:

1.

ThereisaGod. -- Thisisatruth that the Bible saysis essentid to know: " Anyone who
comes to Him must believe that He exists. . ." (Hebrews 11:6).

God loves me and desires relationship with me. -- To put thisin childlike language:
"God wantsto be my friend." Thistruth istaught in Romans 5:8 and other places.
Hebrews 11:6 saysthat God is "the rewarder of those who seek Him."

| know that | am asinner. -- Theissue of Sn needs to be addressed. Jesus said that He

cameto earth to invite "snners’ to Himsdf, not people who thought they were righteous
(Matthew 9:13).

Many have debated about when a child develops a sense of guilt and personal
respongibility. But our experience tells us that many young children are sengtive to sin.
That sengitivity may be a seed implanted by God in their hearts.

A child may put thisideainto different words. "I have bad indde of meand so | can't
live with God" or "Something about me just doesn't work right and | am unable to fix it
myself." How ever it is expressed, every person who wishes to be saved must
recognize their inability to please God and save themselves.

Jesusis the only one who can save me ("fix the bad and take me to heaven™) -- Jesus
sad, "I amthe way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except
through me" (John 14:6). Seedso Acts4:12. Understanding that trust in Jesusisthe
only means of savetion is another essentid truth.
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The eventua am, of course, is to show children that Jesus took our snson Himsdlf. A
ampleillugration of thisisto place an object in your right hand, explaining thet this
object represents dl our sins. "When Jesus died on the cross,” you say, "God took our
snsand laid them on Hisson." Then place the object in your left hand. "Where are
those snsnow? They're on Jesus, not me. He took them. They are put on Him by
God the Father." Theillusgtration can be repeated again and again.

| want God to forgive my sins (“take my sinsaway," "fix the bad in me) -- The Bible
says that recognition of our sinis a prerequisite to being saved: "If we confess our
sins, Heisfaithful and just to forgive us our sinsand cleanse us’ (1 John 1:9).

At some point a child should come to a crigs experience when he or she definitdy
acknowledges his sin and confesses Jesus as Savior and Lord. Childrenraised in
Chrigtian homes often "commit" their lives to the Lord Jesus severd timesin different
ways as they're growing up. One of these was an actud, true and genuine firg-time
commitment. It isn't important redly to know which one. Billy Graham's wife, Ruth,
says that she can't remember a pecific day when she committed her life to Chrigt, but
ghe can't remember a day when she didn't trust Him either.

| want Jesus to be my friend and leader -- Children (and frankly, most adults) don't
understand the concept of Jesus Lordship. Mogt of usthink of the term "Lord" asjust
another way of saying that Jesusis God. But actudly thetitle "Lord" means much more.
The word "Lord" means "master, superior, sovereign, boss, king."

To put thisin language that children understand we would say that Jesus must become
your leader. The Bible says, "If we confess with our mouth that Jesusis our Lord
and believe in our heart. . .then we will be saved." (Romans 10:9).

If your child intdlectudly understands these truths and agrees with them in his or her heart, then
they are ready to receive the New Covenant sign of baptism and enter into the family of God.
Y ou should explain the purpose of baptism and encourage them to be baptized as soon as

possible.

After the Baptism:

1.

The child will need ingtruction on how God expects him to live in His forever family.
Emphasize the importance of building a relaionship with God. One way of doing thisis
reading or having the Bible read to him daily. Thisis God talking to him (God's | etter to
him). Stressthat the child may tak to God or Jesus any time or place about anything
(gnce Jesusis hisfriend). Show him how to pray. Remind him to tell others about
Jesus. And tell him that Jesus wants him to attend Sunday school and church -- not as
aduty, but so that he can learn more about God and be with God's forever people.
And findly teach him that he must obey Jesus (Snce Jesus is his leader) and do what
Jesustdls him to do. He will often need God's help to do what isright, so teach Him
early to cal upon the Holy Spirit for "right fedings' (godly desires) and to do the "right
thing" (obedience that comes by faith - Romans 1.5).
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Often a child who comesto Christ at an early age will have doubts as he grows older.
As his understanding of savation degpens, he may wonder whether he was redlly
saved. When he asks his parents abot it, they frequently respond, “Now, Johnny, of
course you're saved. You remember what happened on (and they cite a date, age, or
experience). We even wrote the date in your Bible" The adult remembers better than
the child does.

Going back to adate or an experience for assurance of salvation can be very
mideading. If what you think happened did indeed happen, the child is saved. But if it
didnt, the child isnot saved. If heisnot saved, then the doubts that are being raised
are from the Holy Spirit who isworking on your boy or girl to bring him into red saving
faith. If you assure him that heis dready saved by pointing to afase experience, then
you are working againgt his genuine converson. If we don't see any spiritud light ina
son's or daughter's eye, we can't afford to cling to the testimony weve been giving for
that child.

Say to the child who is troubled about his salvation, "Let me ask you something. Who
are you trugting right now to live your life and to get you to heaven?' If he understands
it's Chrigt done, then say, "That'sright. And if you are trusting Christ done, you are
saved regardless of when and where it happened. The important thing is that you're
trugting Christ right now." Then remind him of the promise of John 5:24: "1 tell you
the truth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be condemned. He has crossed over from death to life."

Lack of assuranceisanorma sign of immaturity. Even saved children will need
reassurance. Parents can move adongsde a child and say, ™Y ou know, aren't you glad
that Jesus will never, ever let you out of His hands? See how close Hishand is?
Youreingdethere. He's never going to let you go. You're part of His family forever.”
It's hepful to memorize with your child Biblica promises like John 5:24 or John 10:28.
The Bible is where we need to go when doubts come.

Also in the area of assurance, dlow the child to be what he is -- saved but nevertheless
ableto sinif he so chooses. When he mishehaves, don't say, "If you wereredly a
Chrigtian, do you think you'd do that?' The Biblica answer isyes. Even adult
Chrigtiansin the New Testament did some pretty shameful things (James 4:1-3).

If you condition a child to think that when he behaves he is a Christian and when he
misbehaves he must not be, you've taught savation by works, rather than faith in Jesus.
Thisis something the New Testament never does. Y our child will never have assurance
of hissdvation, if it'sentirely based on what he does. If he'strusting Chrigt to get him to
heaven, even days when you fed likeputting him up for adoption, he's fill saved. Don't
tell him to come to Chrigt on the basis of faith and then give him assurance totaly on the
basis of behavior.
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As aparent you may need to memorize Philippians 1:6. It says, "I am confident that
He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."
We may not dways be able to see the good work God isdoing in our children'slives,
but we can trust the Father of our children to do what He promised.

VI. Summary

A. Things are dways difficult with children. Thisisno lesstruein the issue of baptism. Concerning
the baptism of infants, there is abundant ammunition on both sdes of the fence to make sirong
cases for ether baptism of smal children or againg the baptism of infants. | grew upina
tradition which practiced infant baptism in an unbiblical manner. | rgected that tradition and
became aBaptist for many years. Now I'm back in the infant baptist camp believing that it is
the best Biblica position. | understand the concerns of both camps. | refuse to fight or divide
over it. Given more understanding and studly, it's possible that | may become a Baptist again.

B. If we are going to practice infant baptism, we must understand whet it is. A Biblica
undergtanding of infant baptism seesiit as a Covenant ceremony in which God's promises are
offered in expectation and hope of the child later receiving those promises. Baptism of an infant
does not save that infant or give him the Holy Spirit. Salvation and the Spirit come when the
child commits hislife to Jesus as Lord and trustsin Him aone. Infant baptism also servesto
mark the infant as part of the earthly family of God -- within the environment of grace, but not
yet possessing grace inwardly. Furthermore, infant baptism is a dedication of our children to
God. Itisarecognition that they are ultimately His. Findly, infant baptism is a prayer that God
would bless them and that they would be led to Him.

C. Those who do not practice infant baptism, but instead would hold to the position of baptizing
believers only, must exercise specid care to not push their children toward baptism before they
are quiritualy ready. There are certain dements of the gospd which must be understood in the
heart and mind before a child pledges hislife to Jesus Christ. Teachers and pastors down
through the years have tried to set an "age of accountability” a which they thought children
could make their own baptismal decison. The Jews bar mitzvah their boys & age thirteen. The
church Father, Tertullian, said children were not ready to take the pledge before age 19 or 20
because they fdl into youthful lusts. If | were forced to pick adate, I'd say never before age 8.
But the decison is best Ieft up to the parents who love their children and know their children's

hearts. Snatch every opportunity you can to lead children to faith in Christ. But think and dedl
with them Biblicaly and with wisdom.

Y ou may aso wish to read the following teachings.
What is the Meaning and Purpose of Water Baptism? by Dennis Rupert
What is the Proper Way to Baptize? by Dennis Rupert
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