
Frequently Asked Questions   -   Merger Proposal NLCC with Pillar Church Dumfries    3/7/ 2020 
 
 
1.  Pillar Church is a member of the Southern Baptist Convention. How does the Pillar 'movement' fit into the 
SBC organization—are there special obligations, requirements placed on Pillar?  
   -  The 8 Pillar churches that have all been planted from Pillar Dumfries are independent, SBC churches which 
are fully autonomous.  These churches agree to be part of the Praetorian Project which is a fellowship of 
churches in agreement with the stated guidelines for member churches.  The Praetorian Project is one of many 
church planting initiatives supported by the cooperative efforts of the SBC and though Pillar and Praetorian 
Project are not formally obligated to the SBC they do benefit from the support of the SBC. 
https://praetorianproject.org/about/guidelines/    The Project exists to encourage and stimulate cooperation in 
the planting of like-minded churches for the furtherance of the gospel. 
 
2.  What are the member church requirements for membership in the Southern Baptist Convention in relation to 
doctrine and finances? 
   -  a.  Doctrine.  The SBC is not a denomination—it is a cooperative or convention.  All SBC churches affirm the 
Baptist Faith and Message of 2000.  Our NLCC elders have reviewed this document thoroughly and find our 
doctrinal position constant with it.  http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp   The SBC does not hold 
ecclesiastical authority over the local, autonomous congregation such as ownership of property, choosing a 
pastor, or translation of the Bible, etc.  For Pillar Church Dumfries, the SBC is a resource and partnership in their 
endeavors such as the Praetorian Project. 
    - b.  Finances.  SBC churches are expected annually to make at least one contribution to a stated offering or 
ministry of the convention.  
 
3.  What is the debt load of Pillar Church of Dumfries, now and in the near future? 
    - Pillar Church has no debt.  They have acreage in Dumfries on which they plan to start building in 2020.  It will 
be a multi-use church building which will be leased out for weekday commercial purposes and will provide an 
income stream to supplement general church offerings.  There will be construction loans but debt ratio has been 
carefully planned so that it will not overwhelm the church as it continues missional work and church planting.  
  
4.  Why is there a delay in starting Pillar Church of Stafford? 
    - Pillar Dumfries will be in charge of developing the PC Stafford planting team.  They have a yearlong residency 
program for developing new churches.  This program has borne good fruit in the past and the leaders of PCD 
believe that it would be unwise to compromise the process for the sake of speed.  Therefore, Pillar Dumfries will 
begin forming a team to lead Pillar Stafford immediately and will be responsible for giving oversight to everyone 
(including the new members having come over from NLCC) until the new church is formed.  The Pillar Dumfries 
team will work toward a start of the new church in Stafford as soon as is reasonably possible.  
 
5.  There was an earlier Pillar Church of Stafford but it was not successful. So, what was the problem and why try 
again?  Any lessons learned from it? 
    - There are a number of factors that contributed to Pillar Stafford having a short ministry life and existence.  
Pillar Stafford was planted in 2013 at a time when much of our model for planting was developing.  It was an 
early effort to do good gospel ministry and outreach during that time.  The church was planted by a first-time 
pastor and church planter that we had developed out of Pillar Dumfries.  It grew to around 80 people regularly 
and became autonomous.  A few years after the church was planted the founding pastor Roy Garza, felt a strong 
calling to plant a new church (Pillar Church of Twenty-nine Palms in CA).  The Stafford church struggled during 
that leadership transition and could not regain momentum.  Since that time, we have worked on developing a 
leadership transition model within the Praetorian Project and learned the importance of a church lie Pillar 
Stafford working with our other stronger churches to make decisions during leadership transitions like that. 
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6.  How do the Pillar Churches handle ownership of real property? 
    - Each church, being fully autonomous, raises their own funds and retains full rights over their own property.  
And so, no entity of the SBC has authority over the local church’s property. 
   
7.  If the merger happens as presented at the February town hall, NLCC property moves to PCD.  What happens 
to the former NLCC property when PCS is formed? 
    - NLCC property will be transferred to Pillar Dumfries upon the merge of June 1, 2020. The elders of Pillar have 
the insight to retain the NLCC property and continue its use for present ministry purposes—CYT, All Nations 
Church (Sundays), Good News Club materials storage & copier needs.  Intentions are to lease the building for 
weekday, daytime use by a Christian daycare business.  This will generate rental income for general ministry 
purposes.  The building is a valuable asset, having been used for a Stafford gospel witness for nearly 30 years.  
The building will continue to be used for future gospel purposes that are yet to be made clear as God unfolds his 
will.  The plans for where the new startup should meet for worship are not yet formulated, but will be 
determined by the Pillar Dumfries elders.  Pillar Dumfries was already planning to plant a new Pillar Stafford 
before NLCC came to them with the merge proposal.  So, the wisdom here is to pray, wait on God’s will, letting 
the PCD elders determine what they believe best for the meeting place of the new church plant.   
 
8.   Why is the 4/26/2020 event on the timeline handed out at the February 16 town hall not scheduled before 
the April NLCC vote? 
    - The 4/26/20 event is planned after the NLCC vote to merge, assuming it will pass.  The goal is to start 
bringing together the two congregations in fellowship opportunities, aside from Sunday worship.  Two Town 
Halls for NLCC are scheduled 3/15 (moved up from 3/29) and 3/22 a time for Q&A with Pastor Colby – both 
before the April 6 vote.  The elders of NLCC have an open invitation for anyone to share questions, insights, 
concerns at any time, other than at the Town Halls.   
 
9.  When is the PCD vote on the NLCC/PCD merger? 
    - PCD does not require a vote to accept NLCC.  The elders of PCD are leading the congregation in this merger 
effort and they are in full agreement and desirous of the NLCC merge. 
 
10.  How does the NLCC - PCD merger legally happen? 
    - PCD, for many projects, has utilized the professional services of Virginia Christian attorney Glenn Reynolds 
(https://reynoldslawgroup.com) and will retain his services to assist us in the NLCC merge.  NLCC will provide in 
June, 2020, annual giving statements to all NLCC folks for the period of 1/1/2020 – 5/31/2020. 
 
11.  How are the members handled?      
    - NLCC elders and deacon will cease functioning in their present capacities and will go through the new 
members process just as will anyone else coming from NLCC to PCD. This is a good thing, because it folds 
everyone into the church culture of PCD and of the new Stafford plant, PCS. The new members class allows 
everyone to know what is believed and what is expected of all members. Having gone through the constitution 
and bylaws of Pillar, the NLCC elders believe all of this is very similar to what NLCC presently holds. 
 
12.  Why does PCD believe God is planting a new church in Stafford? 
    - There are many souls in Stafford who need to hear and come to Christ for salvation.  PCD/PCS’s goal is to be 
developing a body of believers who are living on mission together to reach the people of Stafford and beyond.  
The goal is for the culture of PCD/PCS to be one of cross-focused community, being led by love, grace and 
mercy.  Because the area is shaped by military and national security interests, there are unique needs that the 
gospel mission of Pillar will purposefully intersect.  A unified local church that pictures Christ’s transforming 
power is the best tool to show unbelievers our God who is worthy of their worship. 
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